SENIOR NEWS

The Newsletter for PTHS Seniors

April 21, 2008

ANOTHER DEADLINE

We@e mentioned deadlines since the first issue of this newsletter, eight months ago. Here we go again.
This one is for procrastinators. If you still have not filed your FAFSA financial aid form, this deadline is
important. The two major sources of grant money (free money) are the federal government (Pell Grant)
and the state government (PHEAA Grant). Here® an important PHEAA Grant message for all seniors:

PHEAA has a May 1 FAFSAdeadline for all students planning to enroll in a fouryear college. This also

includes students who plan to enroll at WCCC or CCAC, with the intent of transferring their credits to a
four-year college. FAFSA forms filed after May 1 will be ineligible for PHEAA state grants next year.

OUR AWARDS NIGHT

Here’s another reminder that the PTHS “Awards Night” ceremony will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 13, in our
auditorium. Seniors receiving one or more community scholarships will be contacted by Mrs. Albert around May 6. If
you receive a letter.... “congratulations!”. Circle May 13 on your calendar for this big event. Bring the family!

LOOK OUT, HERE THEY COME!

Most colleges and tech schools are completing their academic year within the next week or so. The college students will
be packing up, heading home, and applying for summer jobs. They’re applying for the same summer jobs you are
hoping to get. Here’s a tip for all high school seniors. If you have not yet started applying for summer jobs, move this
task up on your “things-to-do” list. Move quickly.

College students will be available to work any days, and any nights. You cannot make that commitment yet. P-T seniors
should offer to work weekends at this point in time. If the employer also wants you to work on school nights, be careful.
Perhaps one school night a week is OK, but don’t overload your schedule. There’s still much to do here at PTHS,
including final exams. Again, move quickly, but be careful.

| HAD ITE .BUT I LOSTIT

In recent years, some of our seniors experienced this situation. What does it mean? Many
students set personal grading goals as they enter grade 12. Some hope to maintain an honors,
or high-honors GPA. Others want to graduate in the top half, top 25%, or top 10% of their class.
With just a few weeks left in the school year, many P-T seniors are still on track for meeting their
personal goals. Good job! You are in the @have itOgroup. Sadly, some of our @have itOstudents
will join another groupE Q@lost itO

The ODlost itOseniors have forgotten that 30% of their entire year® grade in most courses
includes their 4th-quarter grade (20%) and the final exam (10%). This is not the time to get lazy.
You@e set a goal for yourself, and you®@e set a pace to reach that goal. Hang in there for a few



more weeks. Don®lose what you®e worked so hard for since o grade. Don®lose what you
currently have earned.

| WANT A BETTER OFFER

This is the time of the year when most colleges and tech schools send their Fnancial Aid Package offers
to high school seniors. The Financial Aid Package offer includes how much your family will have to pay for
next year@® schooling (your BFC), various grants and scholar ships, work-study jobs, and loans. The
summary of all this information is sent to you in an ward LetterO

Same families are disappointed with their college or tech school Award Letter offer. They want a better
offer; a better deal. They want to get more GreeOmoney (grants and scholarships). They want to have less
debt to repay (lower student loans and parent loans). So, what should they do? Can you negotiate a better
deal? The answer is GnaybeO

Most of our state universities (Clarion, IUP, Edinboro, California, Slippery Rock, etc) are already working on
a lean budget. There® very little Gviggle roomQin their package offer. Your chances of getting a better
deal are slim. If you can prove you really need a few extra dollars, they may consider adding a few more
hours per week to your Work-Study job offer portion of the package. You may be offered another $50-
$60 more per month in Work-Study.

Private universities (Duquesne, W&J, Seton Hill, CIMU, etc) generally have a bit more Qviggle roomGin
their aid offers. You may be able to get a few thousand dollars more in a combination of higher Campus-
Based grants (free money) and more Work-Study hours. However, you must provide a legitimate reason
for getting the extra bucks. Just Wanting moreGsn®enough.

In nearly all cases, in order to get more money, you must give the college or tech school more information.
They need a legitimate reason to open their pocketbooks a little wider. Legitimate reasons usually fall into
two categories: Good News reasons, and Bad News reasons.

Under Good News, perhaps you just earned a special recognition or award. The college knew nothing
about it when they built your aid package. Tell them now! Let them know you®e worthy of more free
dollars. Good News information that shows your abilities or accomplishments can often turn into more
campus-based grants (more free bucks).

In the Bad News category, perhaps a new situation has developed in your family that is causing a financial
hardship. Did Dad or Mom lose their job? Are there new medical expenses that did not exist six months
ago? Is Grandma moving in with your family? Did your older sister get a divorce, and she® moving back
home? Contact your school® Financial Aid Director right away. Explain the new hardship circumstances
that exist in your household. Your aid offer can be re-calculated, and you may get more free money.

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

RAY G. ANTHONY SCHOLARSHIP-- Several $2,500 awards in our region....must have outstanding academic

credentials....minimum 3.0 GPA (most winners have 3.8 or higher) and minimum of 1400 on SAT exam (critical reading

and math total)....leadership in school activities....community service....two letters of recm’d....family financial disclosure
...brief student essay....PTHS due date is Friday, May 16.

TECHNOLOGY SCHOLARSHIP-- Pennsylvania’s “New Economy Technology Scholarship” (NETS)....for tech schools,
not for 4-yr colleges....must apply on-line at pheaa.org ....hundreds of $1,000 awards, statewide....no PTHS deadline.






