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THE  BIG  NIGHT   
 

In this case the BIG night isnÕt New YearÕs Eve or your graduation date. WeÕre talking about our annual 
PARENTS FINANCIAL AID NIGHT meeting. The BIG night is tonight (Thursday, Dec 6). Please be sure to 
remind your parents to attend this meeting. It will be held at 7:00 PM in the Audion. The meeting will last 
just over one hour.  
 
Nationwide, it is well-known that families who know how the financial aid system works get better financial 
aid package offers (more free money) than families who just walk into the system uninformed. By knowing 
Òhow the system worksÓ, and by knowing a few important strategy tips to use in the process, PTHS 
families may be able to save hundreds of dollars (maybe even thousands of dollars) in college or tech 
school costs. Take advantage of this opportunity.   ÒIf youÕre in the know, youÕll get the dough.Ó 
 
 

SENIOR SEMINARS 
 

The evening financial aid meeting is for parents only. But, students also have an important role in this process. Yes, you 
have a role in the planning and strategy needed for a successful financial aid experience. Therefore, we will hold senior 
seminars on the topic of financial aid in your senior English classes. All seniors will receive this valuable information 
between now and December 12. The goal of our guidance office staff is to have both parents and students understand 
how the process works, and how planning and strategy can result in a much more favorable financial aid offer from your 
college or tech school. We believe both parents and students must be Òon the same pageÓ in this planning process.  ÒIf 
youÕre in the know, youÕll get the dough.Ó  
 
 

DECEMBER HOMEWORK  
 

In prior editions of SENIOR NEWS, we’ve mentioned the following tasks that need to be done as a start-up for the 
financial aid process. Both you and your parents should double-check to see if you’ve already done this “homework”, 
or if it’s still a task to be completed:  
 

!  Contact the Financial Aid Office at your top-choice colleges or tech schools. Tell them you will complete the 
FAFSA financial aid form, but ask if they have additional aid forms that must be submitted. Unfortunately, all 
schools do not have the same rules or forms. Yes, only one FAFSA will cover all your top-choice schools. 
Some schools will require the completion of additional forms, while others will not. Contact the Financial Aid 
Offices now; get the forms you’ll need to complete the process.  

 
!  Will you complete your FAFSA form on-line? (over 90% of all families will do this task on-line) If so, be sure 

to get your own PIN number now. Also, one parent must get a PIN number. These PINs will be used as your 
electronic signature when submitting required forms. Go to www.pin.ed.gov . Do this now.  

 
!  Will your family use the “strategy” approach to the financial aid process? If so, you’ll need some help to do 

this. We’ve mentioned two outstanding financial aid strategy books that will guide you through the “strategy” 
process. They are the Princeton Review’s “PAYING FOR COLLEGE WITHOUT GOING BROKE” by 



Kalman A. Chany and Geoff Martz and “DON’T MISS OUT: THE AMBITIOUS STUDENT’S GUIDE TO 
FINANCIAL AID” by Robert and Anna Leider. Both books are in the $12-$14 range, available at 
Amazon.com, or your favorite book store. The Guidance Office has a few copies of each book available to 
borrow, on a first-come, first-served basis. If you borrow our books, please return them within one week. It 
may be worth it to buy your own. 

 
 

DON’T BORROW MONEY……YET 
 

The bad news for most American families is that a student loan, and possibly a parent loan, will be part of your financial 
aid package offer from colleges or tech schools. ThatÕs just the way it is. ItÕs important to know that a student or parent 
loan is the last step of the financial aid process. ItÕs still too soon to apply for educational loans. Wait.  
 
You may get bombarded with various Ògreat dealÓ student or parent loan offers. This has become a lucrative business for 
both honest and less-than-honest lenders. Numerous student loan web sites can be found can be found at the push of a 
button. ItÕs still too soon to apply for educational loans. Wait.  
 
Although savvy parents and students (the ÒstrategyÓ people) will do some research about the best loans available right 
now, they will wait until they see their final Financial Aid Package offer from their college or tech school. This will not 
occur until late March or early April. After reviewing your package offer, and accepting it, seek your student or parent 
loan. This is usually done in late April, May, or even June. ItÕs still too soon to apply for educational loans. Wait.  
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE   
 
McKELVEY FOUNDATION----Significant dollars in scholarships, perhaps up to $10,000 per yearÉ.must be a young 
entrepreneur, owning and operating your own business while still in high schoolÉ.must own and run your own 
business (delivery service, lawn service or landscaping, handy work, others)É.also must have at least one part-time 
or full-t ime employee working for youÉ.winner selection NOT based on grades or other academic achievements, but 
rather on demonstration of entrepreneurial spiritÉ.pick up info sheet at Information Corner, but apply yourself on-
lineÉ.deadline is January 15.  
 
 WAL-MART----2008 Sam Walton Community ScholarshipÉ.$1,000 awardÉ.student or parent cannot be employed 
by Wal-MartÉ.no apps at PTHS, must apply on-line at www.walmartfoundation.org É. postmark deadline of 
January 14 (may need information from Guidance Office, get app to us by Mon, January 7).   
 
TOYOTA ----One hundred awards nationally, at least $10,000 eachÉ.PTHS can nominate only one studentÉ.must 
have excellent grades and strong record of community serviceÉ.return nomination form by Thur Dec 13.  
 
 

NEED HELP?  
 

Does all this ÒFAFSA-stuffÓ seem a bit scary? Do you think it may be overwhelming? Maybe itÕs not worth it? Help is 
available if you want it. Our state agency for financial aid is PHEAA.  Each year, PHEAA sponsors a ÒFAFSA Completion 
DayÓ at various sites. For PTHS families, this yearÕs date and site areÉ. Westmoreland County Community College 
(WCCC), Youngwood CampusÉ.Saturday, February 9. Financial Aid professionals will sponsor this seminar, and walk 
you through each step of the FAFSA. You must contact PHEAA to register for this Òhow-to-do-itÓ seminar. Go to 
www.pheaa.org, or call their regional office in Pittsburgh (412-690-6980).  
 
State Senator Sean Logan (Monroeville) will also be sponsoring a ÒFAFSA Completion DayÓ for his constituents. Even 
though you may not live in his senatorial district, you may call his office and register to attend his seminar on Saturday, 
January 26, at the Penn State McKeesport campus. Senator LoganÕs office number is 412-380-2242.  

 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 


