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DEAR SANTA

We're not sure if this is a gift suggestion for our seniors, their parents, or both. Regardless,
give it some thought. We'll soon have our Parents Financial Aid Night meeting, along with our
senior classroom Financial Aid seminars. A common question from both seniors and their
parents is "How can we get more financial aid to cover the high costs of college or tech
school?” You may want to ask Santa Claus to bring you one of the following financial aid
strategy books. Our experience with both of them has been very positive. Many parents have
told us the tips and strategies described in these books really did help them get more
financial aid.

The PTHS Guidance Office has a few copies of each book available for families to borrow. Of
course, there's no cost to do so. They are popular, so please keep the book no longer than one
full week. Because the cost of each strategy book is reasonable, some families may want to
buy their own. If you are in this category, make your move now. Go Yo Amazon.com, Borders,
or wherever you buy books. Get one or both of them now, because your financial aid planning
and strategy must begin now. Each book is in the $12-$14 cost range.

* The Princeton Review's "PAYING FOR COLLEGE WITHOUT GOING BROKE" by Kalman
A. Chany and Geoff Martz.....(our F' choice)

* "DONTMISS OUT: THE AMBITIOUS STUDENTS GUIDE TO FINANCIAL AID” by
Robert and Anna Leider ....(a good 2™ choice)

GETAPIN

Last year, the federal government stated that over 90% of all families applying for financial aid did so on+line. They filed
the on-line version of the FAFSA financial aid form, rather than the old-fashioned paper-and-pencil version.

You and your parents will be filing your FAFSA formin late January, or early February. In our classroom and parent
meetings, wetell you howto do this task. In order to speed up the entire financial aid process, both you and one of
your parents should contact the government right now, to get your own PIN numbers. Your PIN number will be accepted
as your electronic signature when you file your FAFSA, or any other important aid documents. So, get your own PIN
numbers right now, before this process actually begins.



How do you get your PIN numbers? Go to www.pin.ed.gov  You will keep this PIN throughout your entire time of
enroliment at a college or tech school. And, of course, do not share this PIN number with anyone. Each student must
have his/her own individual PIN number, but only one parent must have a PIN for the parent/guardian electronic
signature. In many families, one parent handles most of the financial affairs, and check-writing. Perhaps that® the parent
who should get the PIN. Do this now.

THE “BEST” WEB SITE?

PTHS seniors are now in the plaming process for postsecandary schooling, careerchoices ard other long-range
plaming. ONhat will | do when | leave PTHS next spring?O Same seriors arewell aheadof othersin this exploring
proces. Regard ess of whereyou maybe in this process, you heedgood information in order to make good decisions.
Is thereone OlegOweb site that cangive you all the best informaton about schools, careers scholarships, etc?

There may be multiple opinions about this topic, but the www.educationplanner.org site may be the most

comprehensive. Educationplamerincludespersonality / career-matching options, career-searches college and tech
school informaton, scholarship seaiches valuale fi nancial aid information, and much more. Checkit out.

SCHOLARSHIP AVAILABLE

ELKS SCHOLARSHIPS— Several statewide (62 awards) and national scholarships, from $1,200 to
$60,000 each...must get app on-ine at www.elks.org ....can get paper,/pencil app at Norwin Elks Lodge
on Sandy Hill Road....last year’s winners were in the top 10% of their graduating classes...must have
verifiable record of volunteering in your local community....your completed app, and all supportive letters,
must be submitted to Mrs. Albert by Friday, January 4...we will deliver all apps to the Norwin Elks Lodge.

WCCCN -A GOOD FIT FOR YOU?

Most PTHS seniors planning to go on to a 4-year college give little consideration to attending Westmoreland County
Community College. Don@rule out WCCC as a possible ®lan BGor @lan COThere are many reasons for considering
WCCC as the starting point for your postsecondary education. Here are a few of them, using comments fromformer
students at PTHS:

----Olknow | must continue my education in order to get a good-paying job in the future. | just donOknow where |
want to start. 10l go to WCCC for a year, and take college-transferable coursesin two differert areas of study. By the
end of oneyea, | think IOl be ready to move up to the nextlevel.O

----Ol0ediscussed college costs with my parerts. Neither I, nor them, want to assume big loansin my first year. 101
start my studiesat WCCC, and transfer my credtsto a 4-yea school. We can afford the costs at WCCC without taking
out a studert loan or a parert loan. ItOghe right choicefor us.O

----Olhave a good-paying part-time job, and | donOwant to giveit up next year. By going to WCCC, | can kegp my job
and earn college credts at the same time. And, 101 save thousands of dollars in tuition costs at the same time.O

----OFor my first year of schooling, | want to sleepin my own bed, and | love my MomOsooking. Works for me.O

xxxt REMINDER %%

Parents’ Financial Aid Night
Thur Dec 6.....7:00 PM....PTHS Audion (auditorium balcony)



