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FIRST QUARTER REPORT CARDS 
 

For some of our seniors, hereÕs an item for your Òthings to doÓ list. Some colleges require first-quarter grades to be sent 
to their admissions offices. Take a moment to review the admissions requirements for your top-choice schools. Do they 
want your first-quarter grades? Do they supply their own form for a guidance counselor to complete? Once youÕve found 
exactly what the college wants, notify your guidance counselor. Be specificÉtell us exactly what you need.  
 
Remember that all seniors are responsible for their own mailing envelopes and postage. Be sure to provide a stamped, 
pre-addressed envelope to Mrs. Albert in the Guidance Office. If you are working with a specific person in the 
admissions office, address the envelope to his / her name.  
 
 

SCAM ALERT  
 

It is probable that your name and address (and perhaps other personal information) are being passed 
around to interested parties across the nation. Actually, companies and individuals sell lists of names and 
personal data, for a profit. Did you ever wonder why you’re getting mail from some unknown, never-even-
heard-of college in Idaho or Missouri? Are you asking why you’re being offered a $1,000 scholarship from 
a school in New Mexico or Arkansas….and you never even contacted them for information? Repeating, 
your name and other personal information are for sell.  
 
The buyers of such information may be “good guys”, such as the colleges in Missouri or New Mexico. 
Some of these schools have dropping enrollments, and they’re desperate for new students. They buy lists 
of names and addresses and then offer small scholarships to entice unknowing high school seniors to 
come their way. You may agree or disagree with their method, but at least their efforts are honest and 
legal. They’re simply trying to recruit students, and this is the method they’ve chosen to do it.  
 
Now let’s look at the “bad guys”. Individuals, with a clear intent to harm, also buy lists of names and 
personal information. They know high school seniors and their parents are searching for help in paying for 
the high costs of college or tech school. Some families, feeling desperate, supply personal information to 
anyone they believe can help them find some scholarship dollars to lighten the financial load. This is the 
exact situation scam artists are searching for. This is the “perfect storm” for financial aid and scholarship 
scam programs. Here are a few tips for PTHS seniors and their parents:  
 

 Never give your Social Security number to anyone in a scholarship-searching process.  
 

 Never give your bank checking account (or savings account) numbers to anyone.  
 

 Never respond to letters, emails, or calls from companies that “promise” or “absolutely 
guarantee” they will find scholarship dollars for you……for a fee. They may attempt to lure you into a 
trap by saying you automatically qualify for a significant scholarship. The money will be put directly 
into your bank account as soon as you sign an acceptance form (the “acceptance form” will 
require you to give them your bank account numbers….Gotcha !)  

 
 Never give your credit card number to any agency or company unless you already know they are 

honest and legitimate. Yes, it’s OK to give these numbers to the College Board for a service they 



render, to a college or tech school who need a deposit to secure a dorm room or for a fee, or to 
the NCAA Clearinghouse for senior athletes. These are all “OK” examples.   

 
You may receive a surprise phone call, letter, or email from a company that offers to get scholarship 
money for you from an intensive research, finding billions of unused, unclaimed scholarship dollars. Only 
they know the secret of finding these dollars. For a fee, they’ll connect you to their secret source. Be 
careful; buyer beware. If you receive one of these special offers, bring it in to the Guidance Office. Let us 
lend some help before you commit to something that may not benefit you.   
 
 

SEARCHING……SEARCHING…..SEARCHING  
 

You and your parents may be searching for legitimate sources of college or tech school funding. You’re 
looking for legitimate scholarship and financial aid help. First, contact the Financial Aid Office at your top-
choice schools. Ask them to send you information about their own campus-based financial help programs. 
Second, contact any of these legitimate sources on the internet in your search for scholarship dollars:  
 
              www,educationplanner.org           www.fastweb.com          www.petersons.com 
 
                     www.scholarship.com              www.pittsburghfoundation.org                
 
How about local and community scholarships in the P-T area? More than 50 local, community scholarships 
will be available to PTHS seniors this spring. We’ll advertise all of them in a February issue of SENIOR 
NEWS.   
 
 

SENIOR ATHLETES 
 

If youÕre planning to play your sport at the college level, you may be hoping to receive some scholarship money from the 
college of your choice. LetÕs go back to the new term we mentioned in the last issue of SENIOR NEWS. We introduced 
you to the FAFSA financial aid form. A college coach will remind you that you must complete a FAFSA form in order to 
be considered for athletic scholarship assistance. By federal law, the FAFSA form cannot be submitted until after 
January 1 of your senior year. Tell the coach that you will complete the FAFSA, but it will not be done until after January 
1, 2008.  
 
We mentioned that all seniors will receive a 40-minute classroom seminar on the topics of Financial Aid, Scholarships, 
and the FAFSA form. These classroom discussions will take place in your English classes soon after Thanksgiving.  
 
DonÕt forget to register with the NCAA Clearinghouse at www.ncaaclearinghouse.net . The processing fee is $50. 
YouÕll need to have a credit card handy to pay the fee electronically. (Yes, this is a legitimate use of the credit card). The 
process will ask you to choose a PIN number for future identification. College coaches constantly contact the 
Clearinghouse in the recruiting process. Do you want to move up on a coachÕs recruiting list? Register with the 
Clearinghouse soon. If the coach sees you still have not registered, he/she will assume you really donÕt care too much 
about college athletics. The coach may move your name down the recruiting list, or remove it entirely.  
 
 


