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WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR US?  
 

The idea of “what can you do for us?” is a position taken by both admissions and financial aid officers at 
some colleges. If ABC College will accept 1,000 new freshmen next year, and 1,500 high school seniors 
apply, 500 students will get rejection letters. So, who gets the letter that states “you’re in”, and who gets the 
letter that says “you’re out”? The deciding factor may be “what can you do for us?”. You may never hear 
these words spoken by an admissions counselor, or a financial aid director. Nonetheless, behind closed 
doors, it is a posture taken by some schools.  
 
Colleges want to know if you will continue your current commitment to an extracurricular activity, or a 
public service (volunteering) on their campus next year. In other words, “what can you do for us?”. Now 
may be the time to state your extracurricular or volunteering intentions to your top-choice colleges. Now 
may be the time to say …. “Yes, I plan to play soccer next year at ABC College” …. “Yes, I plan to continue 
my involvement in drama, the marching band, or the choir next year at ABC College”…. “ Yes, I volunteer 
about 4 hours a week to helping others; I plan do this again next year at ABC College”.   
 
Admissions committees at some colleges include your personal intentions in their decisions. When meeting 
to evaluate applications, admissions counselors may say…. “Let’s look at student Jane Doe from Penn-
Trafford High School. Is there something special that she offers? Is she willing to give some of her time and 
talent to our school next year? What can she do for us?” If you plan to give some time and talent to your 
new school next year, let them know. State your intentions now.  
 
 

NOW HIRING 
 

We see the signs appearing here and thereÉ. “Now hiring for the holiday season”. If youÕre looking to do some part-time 
work, your timing is perfect. Many of the large-chain stores (Wal-Mart, Target, Staples, Kohls, etc) are hiring students 
right now.  
 
Be careful with your priorities. At this key time in your senior year, when colleges still want to see mid-year grades, you 
cannot afford to let your grades drop. It may be OK to Òload upÓ your work hours on a Friday night, or weekends, but not 
on school days. ThereÕs too much to lose, and nothing to be gained, by choosing an overloaded work schedule.  
 
 

CAMPUS-BASED SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

Many families, searching for scholarship and financial aid help, overlook a key source of free money---the 
college or tech school itself. Virtually all colleges, tech schools, nursing schools, etc offer a variety of 
campus-based scholarships. Some schools will promote and advertise their own campus-based financial 
aid, while others do not. They expect you to explore financial aid help available from their campus.  
 
Our tip to PTHS seniors is to begin the campus-based scholarship search right now. Contact both the 
admissions office and the financial aid office at your top-choice schools. Ask for information about campus-



based scholarships (and other types of campus-based aid) for incoming freshmen. Remember Òwhat can 
you do for us?Ó. The financial aid office also makes decisions about the distribution of campus-based 
scholarship funds. Who gets the $1,500 scholarship? Who gets the $500 scholarship? Who gets 
nothing in campus-based scholarships?É. ÒWhat can you do for us?Ó may answer these questions.  
 
 

THE FAFSA  
 

The FAFSA? Huh? What in the world is a FAFSA? Is it something that fell off my car last night? Is it 
something in my inner ear? In the near future, the FAFSA will become an important term in your life. It will 
be a topic of discussion in your house. FAFSA stands for Free Application for Federal Student Aid. It is the 
financial aid form all families must complete to be considered for federal government grants (free money), 
state government grants (free money), and campus-based grants (free money). We’ll explain the FAFSA 
process to you next month. In January, or early February, you and your parents will complete a FAFSA.  
 
 

SPEAKER VISITS TO PTHS  
 
Be sure to sign up in the Guidance Office, at least one full day ahead of each visit.  
 

!  Thur Nov 1….Pitt (Main / Oakland)….9:54 
!  Tue Nov 6….Edinboro…8:30..…and..…Washington/Jefferson…10:00..…and..…Slippery Rock…1:00 
!  Fri Nov 9….Arcadia….9:54 
!  Thur Nov 15….NROTC Scholarships and Programs via U.S. Marines….1:00 

 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE 
 

Come down to the Information Corner in the Guidance Office to pick up apps or data sheets for the following:  
 
EMERY C. TOTH, JR. MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP--- Dollar amount will not be announced until January, but it could be a 
significant figureÉ.must attend a four-year college, and must major in Music Education (become a music teacher)É. 
one-page student essay requiredÉ.one music teacher letter of reference requiredÉ.this is a Òone-onlyÓ nomination 
award for P-T seniors (although many P-T students may apply, only one candidate can be chosen from our school)É. 
deadline is Monday, Nov 19.   
 
COMCAST LEADERS AND ACHIEVERS SCHOLARSHIP---  Another Òone-onlyÓ scholarshipÉ.complete nomination 
form and return it to your counselorÉ.minimum 2.8 GPAÉ.$1,000 awardÉ.winner must have strong record of 
volunteering and community service from grades 9-12É .families of Comcast employees not eligibleÉ.nomination form 
deadline is Friday, Nov 16.  
 
 

SENIOR ATHLETES 
 

HereÕs a reminder to all senior athletes who plan to continue their athletic careers at the college level. 
The NCAA wants your SAT (or ACT) scores to be sent directly from the testing centers. Many of our 
senior athletes will be taking the SAT this Saturday. If you have not yet already done so, be sure to include 
the code of 9999 on your registration form (or test correction form) to have your scores sent directly to 
the NCAA Clearinghouse. The College Board will send all of your scores, from all test dates, if you 
remember to include the 9999 code. Have questions? Call the Clearinghouse at 877-262-1492. 
 
 



 
 

 
 


